
Magnolia Mustang 
OCPS Vision:  To be the top producer of successful students in the nation. 

OCPS Mission:  To lead our students to success with the support and involvement of families and the community. 

DECEMBER 2017 

Magnolia School  

Expectations: 

 Be Positive 

 Be Respectful 

 Be Responsible 

 Celebrate Success 

From the Desk Of Tom Oldroyd, Principal 
At the end of this month a group of students in our Bridges Program will be ex-
iting OCPS and Magnolia School and taking on a bigger role out in the commu-
nity. Our Social Worker Ms. Cynthia Hughes has been working with families to 
provide options for students. On Thursday, December 21st we will have our 
semi-annual program where we acknowledge the hard work of the students 
about to leave. This event is hosted by our Bridges Coordinator, Ms. Lisa Ro-
denberry and provides us with an opportunity to let us tell our students how 
much they mean to us and a chance for them to say a few words about what 
Magnolia has meant to them. Even though students leave, they will always be a 
part of the Magnolia School family. 

During the first semester our Middle School and High School Academic pro-
gram at Magnolia grew by over 20 students (and more students are on their way 
to us.) With the exiting of students from our Bridges Program, staff will be reas-
signed and resume their work with students in our academic program. I have 
faith that these select staff with all do their very best to provide the high level of 
services that our students deserve. New teachers will be contacting parents and 
introducing themselves when the Winter Holiday break ends in January. 

There is not a lot of news concerning the rebuild of Magnolia School which is set 
to start in March 2019. Progress is moving forward with hiring an architect and 
builder. A lot of the spaces (classrooms, cafeteria, Gymnasium, music room, 
meeting rooms, on-campus CBVE sites, and technology have all been discussed.) 
I will share information as I get it. 

Parent Training (Behavior Tools) occurred on December 5th. This training pro-
vided a group of parents with strategies they can utilize with their children at 
home and in the community. The theory of Behavior Tools directly correlates to 
the training staff receive in PCM. (Both trainings are developed by the same 
company.) Past experience has shown us that when parents use Behavior Tools 
and the School uses Verbal techniques in PCM then student behavior can im-
prove dramatically. The training also helps develop the relationship between 
parents, caregivers, and the school. 

Our Winter Holiday Music Program was scheduled for Wednesday, December 
20th. Students in our music program for the first semester worked hard to put 
on a performance worthy of Magnolia School and our Music Teacher Mr Louis 
Mitchell. Students performed some old holiday favorites as well as some classi-
cal pieces which entertained the audience. 

STEAM Activities are becoming more and more popular among our students 
(and staff.) Earlier this month staff and students from Oak Ridge High School 
were on hand at Magnolia to videotape students and their domino projects. Our 
students created their own designs and helped with the set up using real domi-
nos. Students demonstrated Scientific principles of Inertia, Force, Gravity, and  
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   EMBASSY SUITES 

JAMAICAN COURT 

THANK YOU !! 
Sometimes, there are businesses and people that quietly support our school in ways we never 

dream. Such is the case with Embassy Suites Jamaican Court.  For over 15 years, the Embas-

sy Suites had done just that! Every year, they generously help us celebrate our Teacher of the 

Year, our Support Person of the year, and our Paraprofessional of the Year by extending com-

plimentary 2 night stays at their beautiful property.  Our staff, who tirelessly gives to our stu-

dents, are able to take a much needed and greatly enjoyed stay-cation and enjoy all the amen-

ities the  Embassy has to offer.   Pictured below are Lea Neil and Hanane Ayab along with Dr. 

Andrea Hogan, John Hughes, and Kanissa Blake in celebrating this wonderful gift. Our hats 

are off and our hearts are warmed by all Embassy does for Magnolia.  

 

BRIDGES BOUTIQUE 

CRAZY PENS 

PERSONALIZED PENCILS 

FRESH HERBS AND HERB PACKETS 

BAKED MUFFINS OR COOKIES 

WILDFLOWER SEED BOMBS 

TRIPLE FLAVORED BATH SALTS 

4 PACK OF GENERAL OCCASIONS CARDS 

FRESH VEGGIES 

ALL ITEMS FOR SALE—CHECK WITH YOUR TEACHER 



Keeping it Clean: The Bistro's Way! 

By Doris Hernandez, MA, NBCT—Florida Certified Food Manager

So, what do you think? How's it done, who does it, and why bother? Well, it boils 
down to safety first in food handling. We want our customers to stay healthy and 
strong. That's what it's all about! The Interns and staff take that precept very seri-
ously and we suit up like we mean it each time: hairnet, apron, wash hands- gloves 
and someone else ties off the apron. We scrape, rinse, wash, rinse, sanitize and air 
dry thus avoiding a microorganism invasion. We keep it clean. We even use food 
grade wipes to wipe down countertops as well as Quat. At Magnolia's Bistro we 
know how to keep it clean! 

On behalf of the Interns, Morgan Adams, Sophia Antoine, Taylor Carey, and Be-

atrice Johnson and our staff Elisabeth Douberley, Gloria Lee and Doris Hernandez, 

we thank you for your support and patronage. 

 

EMBASSY SUITES INTERNATIONAL DRIVE 

SUPPORTS BREAST CANCER AWARENESS 

 

 

 

Magnolia would like to offer a special thanks to Embassy Suites International Drive 

for helping make our fundraising for Breast Cancer Awareness so successful.  Em-

bassy Suites generously donated a 2 night stay at their hotel. Congratulations to 

Jannette Lopez-Morales who had the winning bid. Pictured below are Ms. Tiffany 

Chorney and other members of the Embassy family along with Ms. Lopez-Morales 

celebrating our fight to take out cancer.  



SPECIAL OLYMPICS NEWS  from Coach Law 

SUNRAIL BY Randi KAUFMAN-LONG 

The Magnolia Team demonstrated their 
extraordinary skills and placed 2nd, 3rd, 
and 4th place in 
team events in Area Bowling at the 
Boardwalk bowling alley. 
 
 Our next Special Olympics competition 
is Basketball and we have four teams. 
Magnolia is competing in the traditional 
5  man Team, 3 on 3 Team and Basket-
ball Team Skills.  We are very excited 
about the growth of our team and level 
of achievement they have accomplished 
over the past four years.  
 
Last year our Basketball Team placed 
3rd in the State and our Soccer Team 
placed 1st in the State. 

Go Magnolia!!! 

Thank you to David Creath for organizing our Sunrail trip on Nov 3rd from the Sand 
Lake road station to the Winter Park station.   Many of our students had never been 
on Sunrail, much less a train, and all were very excited to be on this trip!  One stu-
dent, Mike, keeps asking about the Sunrail.   It was an enjoyable and educational 
outing for us.    
 



Congratulations Winners!  

1st quin Staff Award Winner 
 

Great Job Everyone! 
Submitted by Karen Day 

Kristie Graham 

Gregory Perry 

Shirley Johnson 

Julie Mock 

Valdette Byrd 

Elizabeth Addeo 

Tammy Elliott 

Amanda Nash 

Eleni Scott 

Mary Harris 

Sonja Neal 

Karen Day 

Kenneth Atkins 

Bryan Rodriguez 

Abby Maldonado 

Linda Kemp 

Frankicha Dunn-Ball 

Diane Young 

Miriam Sanchez 

Edward Santiago 

Samantha Ramery 

Jose Calderon 

Elisabeth (Liz) 

Douberly 

Karen Small 

Ermine Hagley 

Joy Cowan 

Cindy Lukasik 

What a way to begin the Holidays at Magnolia School! Walgreens, with support from Nathaniel’s Hope and the 

Margarita Society, have been sharing their love with students at Magnolia school for over five years. They go 

out of their way to choose a gift for each student, which is not only an age-appropriate, but a gift that each stu-

dent truly desires. Excitement mounts when they hear that Walgreens is coming. For over an hour, the cafeteria 

fills with squeals of joy and boisterous laughter. In return, the students and staff create heart-felt Thank You 

cards given to the Walgreens staff to show their appreciation. A true Magnolia tradition follows the gift-giving 

event, as our very own Bistro “pulls out all the stops” and presents a delightful and bountiful lunch for the 

Walgreens representatives and other members of the Magnolia staff.  

Have a Happy Holiday and be safe, 

Cynthia Hughes, MSW 

Social Worker 



BRIDGES EXIT STUDENTS 

JOHN EVAN RIPPIS KENNY LOPEZ YARILEEN TEJADA 
OCPS DISTRICT TRANSITION 

BEATRICE JOHNSON JULIAN SAM WEB TOYA FERGUSON 

PIERRE CHARLES JOSE ARENAS DEONE JOHNSON 
OCPS DISTRICT TRANSITION 

GREGORY CHARLES LUCAS ELSWICK KALIQUE NATHAN KIERAN MORAN 



All Things IEP ...  
 
 

How can I get ready for the IEP meeting? 
 

Think about the goals you have for your child’s future. Make a list of what your child can do, likes to 
do, and needs to learn, and the types of help needed, including what has worked or not worked be-
fore. Talk with your child about the IEP process and what they want from it. Let the school know in 
advance if you will need a translator or if you need to change the meeting time or place. Ask to look 
over your child’s school records and evaluations. Read them carefully. If you would like to, ask a 
friend, another parent, or an advocate to attend the meeting with you. Let the school know if you 
have invited someone. 
 

How can I participate in the IEP meeting? 
 

***Bring paper, a pen and any records or evaluations of your child. 
 

At the meeting, the IEP team is counting on you to: 
 Share your vision for your child for this school year and for the years to come. 
 Talk about what your child can do and the help your child needs. 

 Talk about any services your child has received in the past. 

 Listen and ask questions to make sure you understand.   
 Have a positive attitude—even when you disagree. 

 At the end of the meeting, review the proposed IEP. 
 If you think the IEP is not finished, ask for another meeting.  

 Once the IEP is complete, the school will give you a copy at no charge. 

 Keep it for your records 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
Monday, Jan 8 School Resumes 

Friday, Jan. 12 PTA/SAC Meeting 9:30 am 

Monday, Jan. 15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 

Wednesday, Jan. 24 Student Recognition #1 9:30 am 

Friday, Jan. 26 Family STEM Day 9:30 am 

Friday, Feb. 2 PTA/SAC Meeting 9:30 am 

Wednesday, Feb, 7 Correlate Committees/SAC 

Wednesday, Feb. 14 Sweetheart Dance 9:30 am 

Friday, Feb. 16 STEAM Activity Engineering Excellence 

Monday, Feb. 19 Presidents Day Holiday 

Wednesday, Feb. 28 Transportation Appreciation 11 am 

Friday, Mar. 2 PTA/SAC Meeting 9:30 am 

Wednesday, Mar. 7 Correlate Committees/SAC 

Mon-Thurs. Mar 12-15 Spirit Week 

Thursday, Mar. 15 OSC Day - Cafeteria 9:30 am 

Friday, Mar. 16    Student holiday/teacher workday  
Monday, Mar. 19 Spring Break 



AUTUMN DANCE 



December 1st was our annual Scouting Day for Magnolia School. The scouts had an awesome 

day! They began their day with a flag raising ceremony. They then practiced their survival skills 

by making tents using only tarps and a rope. They practiced their navigation skills by using a 

compass to follow a trail to a hidden treasure. Mr. Oldroyd prepared breakfast on a camping 

stove with Scout Elliot’s help. Finally they celebrated the impending graduation of two of our 

Scouts, John Evan & Kenny, with their Wolf Ceremony. All of this fun could not have been possi-

ble without the help of our volunteers Ms. Susan Best and Mr. Brock and our staff, Tom Oldroyd, 

David Creath, and Tammy Elliott.  

 



Magnolia Outdoors 

What an exciting semester it was for the men of Magnolia Outdoors. Going to Bill Fredrick Park 

three days a week keeps us busy enough. There, the students work side by side with the Staff; cleaning 

up the park, planting, working on special projects and helping with the animals. On top of that is our 

regular duties here at Magnolia including maintaining our farm. We were excited to be able to go on 

two special trips this semester. First we were able to experience riding the SunRail train. This was 
many of our students, as well as staff’s, first time on the train. A fun time was had by all. Later our stu-

dents were able to visit one of OCPS Transition Sites, Agristarts. Agristarts is a business that produc-

es a vast variety of starter plants to be sold to growers around the world. They ship an average of 

200,000 plants a week. They have long been a partner with Orange Co. and have hired several stu-

dents who had been there in Transition. 

CHRISTMAS CIVITAN LUNCHEON 



SANTA DOES IT RIGHT... 



 

Students from several classrooms attended the Mall at Millennia and had a great time. We had a 
few students make purchases for their family members as gifts for the holiday. Once they were fin-
ished shopping, the students ordered lunch from Chick –fil-A and enjoyed socializing until it was 
time to return to school. 

 

Ms. Whitney’ Rumeau’ s  Classroom…. 

 Our class took a CBI to visit the Transition site working at 

First Baptist Church. These students help in the hospitality 

department working with the kitchen and event staff. Mr. 

Barkevich, their teacher talked to us about all of the jobs 

that his class had and the job accommodations that they 

used to help the students be better able to perform their 

jobs. When we were there, the students were folding nap-

kins into decorative shapes and filling small containers with 

sugar, Splenda, and Equal. The Transition students were 

very friendly and very glad to have us visit with them. 

 

The students had a nice lunch together and afterward, the 

Transition students returned to their jobs. We said goodbye 

to them there, walked around the church, and observed the 

other people that were doing jobs in the church. Our stu-

dents observed people working in the bookstore, security 

people, janitors, receptionists, café workers, and other peo-

ple doing jobs around the church. The students talked to 

some of the workers personally. Jared was especially excit-

ed to talk to the police officer on property!  



 

On December 12th, Ms. Wilkins and Ms. Joy took there students to Won-

derWorks on International Drive. This journey was to introduce the stu-

dents to the various jobs that are available in a tourist destination.  The 

students had the opportunity to job shadow the gift shop, act as an attrac-

tion attendant, and preview the food concessions area. Our students were 

amazed by the exposure and were able to ask numerous questions rele-

vant to the gaining employment with WonderWorks. As a special treat, 

the students were invited to participate in all the activities and were treat-

ed to a pizza lunch at the end. We are all so proud that our students have 

learned to follow directions, ask questions, socialize with their peers in a 

business appropriate manner and in communicating with the business 

world.  

THANK YOU WONDERWORKS FOR A GREAT DAY.  

 

Mr. Mallard's and Ms. Machita's classes enjoyed a lovely 

trip to the West Oaks Mall on Friday December 1st. The 

students prepared for the trip by learning about transpor-

tation and appropriate behavior out in the community. The 

students exceeded our expectations! They transitioned to 

the bus and into the mall with ease. They enjoyed browsing 

around shops, making/asking for change to get candy from 

the dispenser, and purchasing and eating lunch in the food 

court. They all engaged in appropriate behavior throughout 

the entire trip! The students who are vocal requested items 

they wanted and needed and our students used their devic-

es, menu pictures, and signs to communicate their prefer-

ences on the outing. Both staff and students had a wonder-

ful trip. 



Continued from page 1... 

Motion. The reactions from our students was amazing and the students from Oak Ridge were 
visibly impressed with the work going on at Magnolia. 

Management from several Walgreens store were on hand December 19th to provide a specific 
gift to each of our students at Magnolia School. With some additional donations from the Orlan-
do Margarita Society students each received a very nice present. We always hope that our stu-
dents have the same opportunities to enjoy holidays regardless of their personal circumstances. 
We would like to thank Walgreens and the Margarita Society for helping us share the holiday 
with our students in a very big way. 

Holiday donations from Civitan (PIE) included a special visit from Santa Claus. This has been 

an annual event at Magnolia for over 45 years. Members from the Orlando Civitan Club Sandy 

and Charlene Sanders, Ed Higgins, the new FL Governor of Civitan Daniella Nevells, and Mr. 

& Mrs. Claus enjoyed a nice holiday lunch then went to the cafeteria where students got a small 

toy and got their picture taken with Santa. It’s always a great holiday experience to witness. 

Thanks Orlando Civitan Club! 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS NEWS  from 

Coach Law 

Late breaking news 

Orange County Competition  

December 16th 

Magnolia Mustangs took 1st Place for  

5 on 5 Full Court Traditional! 

What a way to end the old year ! 

 

 

MATH IS FUN 



 

KAREN DAY—ULGY SWEATER WINNER 

MAGNOLIA’S VERY OWN  

CHRISTMAS ELF!  
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MAGNOLIA’S PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 

  

 

 

  

  

1600  
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400A  
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ORLANDO  
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MAGNOLIA’S PARTNERS IN EDUCATION 
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Court 
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80 North Clarke Road 
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